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Three Killer Myths

• It won't happen to us.

• It can't be predicted.

• It can't be prevented. 

Bonus Myth
• I have no control. 



It started in the 80’s.

• Nothing/Hoped for the best.

• Wrote a policy.

• Put up signs/cameras.

• Sent a strongly-worded letter.

• Recommended a Protection Order.

• Called the police.



What do we do 40 years later?

• Nothing/Hope for the best.

• Write a better policy.

• Put up more signs/cameras.

• Send a strongly-worded letter.

• Recommend a Protection Order.

• Call the police.
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But what is the focus?

INCIDENT
SURVIVAL

PREVENTION

AFTERMATH
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What if 
we could see 
warning signs
of an attack
days or months 
in advance?

3



We can.

TAM
Threat Assessment
and Management 3



YOU ALREADY KNOW HOW
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YOU ALREADY KNOW HOW
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YOU ALREADY KNOW HOW
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STUDY CASES

DISCOVER 
COMMONALITIES

Behavioral Situational

IDENTIFY 
COORELATES

USSS
ATAP

de Becker
Deitz
LAPD

LEARN 
CORRELATES

Behavioral Situational

OBSERVE BEHAVIOR COMPARE & CONTRAST

Known

Correlates

Your

Situation
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Warning Signs

• Blames others.

• Not adaptable.

• Low self-esteem.

• Loner.

• Depressed.

• History of mild mental health issues.

• Multiple major life stressors.

• Violent video game aficionado .



Warning Signs

• Diminishing inhibitors.

• Irrational beliefs and ideas.

• Sudden change in belief system.

• Little empathy for others.

• Severe mood swings.

• Signs of approach behaviors.

• Recent purchase of a firearm.



Seeking to determine the true level of dangerousness.

So that we don’t underreact or overreact.



We must learn to de-escalate.



De-Escalation Top Three Tips

1. Focus on your goal.

2. Don’t take it personally.

3. Maintain a reactionary gap.



PERCEIVE

ANALYZE/
EVALUATE

PROBLEM SOLUTIONCHOOSE FOCUS

FORM A
PLAN

INITIATE
ACTION

Panic/Desperation
Hypervigilance

THREAT RESPONSE OPTIONS
Improve through visualization drills and practice. 
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Worst Case Scenario:
Preparing for a Violent Attack

SCENE



Strategic Anchors 
for Survival

• Mindset
• Pre-Planning/ 

Visualization Drills
• Tactical Breathing
• Trust Your Instincts



The new standard.



S A F E H A V E N S E C U R I T Y G R O U P . C O M
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TIM D. KECK

TIM@SAFEHAVENSECURITYGROUP.COM

479-644-1717
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